Blessed Virgin Mary

A Guide to Resources in Mount Angel Abbey Library

Below is a select bibliography of recent theological works about Mary, followed by a summary of Pope John
Paul II's encyclical on Mary. The bibliographical list could be augmented by many additional works. Purely
devotional works, works about apparitions, and most older works are omitted, as are recent psychological
and political critiques of Marian doctrine and devotion. The rest of the library's holdings on Mary can be
found on the shelves where items for which call numbers are given are located; i.e. around BQT 1000, BT
600, N8070.

Someone interested in researching a topic could begin with articles in the New Catholic Encyclopedia or with
O'Carroll's Theotokos, both of which would give directions for further research. The articles in The Way give
a first orientation to ecumenical discussion of the topic. Current theology is surveyed in Tambasco. Very
recent articles can be located in the ATLA Religion Database and the Catholic Periodical Index. The most
thorough bibliographical source is the annual survey of Mariological studies in Marian Studies, the annual
publication of the Mariological Society. There are any number of studies on Mary in art; see the subject
catalog, "Mary, Blessed Virgin--Art."
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Web Sites

The Mary Page

http://www.udayton.edu/mary/

A page is maintained by The Marian Library/International Marian Research Institute at the University of
Dayton in Ohio.

Medjugorje Web

http://www.medjugorje.org/

This site is dedicated to providing information about the apparitions of Mary appearing in Medjugorje,
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Pope John Paul Il: Mother of the Redeemer

Synopsis:

Pope John Paul II's first encyclical letter to the church, Redeemer of Man (1979), explained the leading
theological ideas of his papacy: Christ -- God and man -- came to restore human beings to the freedom and
dignity of which sin had deprived them. In Rich in Mercy (1980) and Lord and Giver of Life (1986) he
continued to examine the trinitarian basis of Christian life and service. As Christ is the center of Pope John
Paul's theology, so Christ's life is the center of the Christian year, which revolves around Advent-Christmas
and Easter-Pentecost. To the mysteries of Christ are added the Marian feasts like the Immaculate Conception,
Annunciation and Assumption. To the annual cycle of these feasts corresponds a wider cycle: as the year
2000 is the anniversary of Christ's birth, so the Marian year of 1987-1988 commemorates the anniversary of
Mary's birth. Pope John explains the meaning of this Marian year in his encyclical, Mother of the Redeemer (
Redemptoris Mater , 25 March 1987), which is divided into three parts.

(1) Mary in the Mystery of Christ. Mary was given the fullness of the life of grace by him to whom she
gave life in the order of earthly birth. She received the grace of Christ through her faith, even before she
conceived Christ in her virgin womb. Her faithful reception of the angel's message at the Annunciation was
the beginning of her life-long pilgrimage of faith, which Pope John outlines beautifully, as he meditates on
what the Scriptures tell us about Mary's life. As Mary was present at her Son's birth and death, so, too, she
was present, praying for the coming of the Spirit, at the birth of the Church on Pentecost.

(2) The Mother of God at the Center of the Pilgrim Church. Mary is present in the church as we journey
through time and space. The theology of the church and the theology of Mary are two areas of disagreement
among many Christian groups. However, the Eastern churches share with Catholic tradition a deep devotion
to Mary. Moreover, Mary, the humble daughter of Sion, proclaimed in her Magnificat the gospel of freedom
and liberation for the poor, which is the special concern of many churches today. She is the perfect model of
a truly free person.


http://www.udayton.edu/mary/
http://listserv.american.edu/catholic/church/papal/jp.ii/mater.asc
http://www.medjugorje.org/

(3) Maternal Mediation. By accepting her calling to be the Lord's handmaid, the virgin Mary became the
mother of the Redeemer. Her mother's care for him grew into a burning charity for all those to whom his
mission was directed. As virgin, she is a model of fidelity to the Word; as mother, a model of fruitful
mission. Bodily assumed into heaven, she expresses the fullness of grace which is the goal of the church's
pilgrimage, and she embraces each member of the church in her love.
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