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ABBEY LITURGY SCHEDULE
Weekdays and Sundays
Vigils (OfÞce of Readiing)  5:25 a.m.
 Saturdays (for Sunday)  7:30 p.m.
Lauds (Morning Prayer) 6:35 a.m.
 Sundays 6:40 a.m.
Community Mass  8:05 a.m.
 Sundays  9:00 a.m.
Vespers (Evening Prayer)  5:20 p.m.
 Sundays  5:20 p.m.
Compline (Evening Prayer)  7:30 p.m.
 Sundays  8:05 p.m.

BOOKSTORE
503-845-3345
abbeystore@mtangel.edu

OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT
Steve Beaird 
503-845-3181
steve.beaird@mtangel.edu

BENET HALL GUEST HOUSE
503-845-3025
retreat@mtangel.edu

ABBEY LIBRARY
503-845-3303
circulation@mtangel.edu

OBLATE PROGRAM
Fr. Pius Harding, O.S.B.
503-845-3112
piusx@mtangel.edu

MOUNT ANGEL SEMINARY
503-845-3951
registrar@mtangel.edu

VOCATIONS
Fr. Joseph Nguyen, O.S.B.
503-845-3226
joseph.nguyen@mtangel.edu

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Marge Doleac
503-845-3036
marge.doleac@mtangel.edu
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The MOUNT ANGEL LETTER is the ofÞcial 
publication of Mount Angel Abbey & Seminary.

A Newsletter for the friends and family of Mount Angel Abbey, 
Monastery, Guest House, Library, Seminary, and 

Our Lady of the Angels Priory, Cuernavaca, Mexico.
Please send comments and address changes to: 

Sandra Chiodo, Mount Angel Abbey, Development OfÞce, 
One Abbey Drive, St. Benedict, Oregon 97373 

or Sandra.Chiodo@mtangel.edu. 
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Installation of the !e Most 

Holy Trinity bell, the largest of 
the new bells.



A dream that began over 80 years ago has 
come to fruition Ð our new bell tower. 
Its construction is due largely to the generosity 
of our friend and oblate, the late Henry Ellis. 
Others who shared his excitement about this 
project also joined to make the bell tower a 
reality. 

Some may wonder why we would undertake 
such a project at this time. There are so many 
other needs and demands to keep the abbey 
and seminary running. Over the last few years, 
through the generosity of many friends, the 
Abbey has completed a number of important 
projects including the renovation of Aquinas 
Hall, the addition of a new seminary dining 
room, the completion of Annunciation, our 
new theological center and the reclamation 
of the hilltop itself for pedestrian use. The 
monastery, Mount Angel Seminary, Retreat 
House and Library are ßourishing.

We believe it is exactly the right time in our 
history to build a bell tower. Now, in an 
increasingly secular age, the bell tower 
expresses the aspiration of our whole hilltop 
community to witness to GodÕs loving 
presence. The bells announce the ongo-
ing praise of God sung by the monks in the 
Divine OfÞce and celebrated in the Mass. The 
bells are the voice of God (Vox Dei) calling all 
of us to the most important part of our life.

D#a$ F%iends & Mount Angel:
The tower, reaching to heaven and the bells ring-
ing out praise and thanksgiving, are a reminder 
of the salvation won for us through Jesus Christ. 
Named in honor of the Visitation, the tower also 
stands as a sign of our gratitude to God and his 
holy mother, Mary, for the many graces He has
showered on the monastic community over the 
last 125 years. 

Let us keep one another in prayer, and may He 
bring us all together unto everlasting life!

Abbot Nathan Zodrow, OSB



O
and live the monastic life. At 
the Abbey he has found joy and 
fulÞllment. ÒI love to sing and the Lit-
urgy of the Hours just drew me
like a magnet.Ó

He has worked as Assistant Refectorian 
and Assistant Wine Cellarer. Brother 
Ralph enjoys riding his mountain bike 
and hand making scented candles. He 
has completed his Pre-Theology courses 
at Mount Angel Seminary.

Brother Jacob 
Brother Jacob, born in 1969, was 
raised in Eastern Washington and later 
Eugene, Oregon. After graduating from 
high school, he served in the US Air 
Force at Fairchild Air Force Base near 
Spokane, Washington. He then held 
a variety of jobs before returning to 
school at Lane Community College and 
Oregon State University. He entered 

the Catholic Church at the age of 
30 and joined the monks three years 
later.

Witnessing the peace that prayers 
brought at the time of the death 
of his father, he began to explore 
Christianity. He was assisted in his 
journey by reading the Bible, 
classic Christian writings and 
Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis.

The presiding priest at the 
wedding of his sister inßuenced
 his growth within the Church. 
He joined St. Mary Parish in 
Corvallis, where he went through 
the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults and became a Catholic on 
Easter Sunday in 2000.

Upon his introduction to a diocesan 
priest working at the Seminary, Brother 
Jacob began to discern his call to vocation. 
He attended two discernment retreats and 
became convinced to pursue the Benedic-
tine way of life.

Brother Jacob graduated with a 
BachelorÕs degree in Philosophy from 
Mount Angel Seminary in May 2007. 
In addition to his college studies, as a 
junior monk Brother Jacob serves in the 
Abbey Sacristy preparing for daily Mass 
and serves on the vocations team. After 
Solemn Profession he will be a full-time 
student in First Theology.

He believes God called him to Mount 
Angel and to make solemn vows as
a monk.

        Tw' Mon(s Ma)e F*na+ P%o,#"i-n
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By Brother Cyril Drnjevic, OSB

On September 12, Benedictine 
Brothers Ralph Recker, OSB and 
Jacob Stronach, OSB made their 
Solemn Monastic Profession 
under Abbot Nathan Zodrow, 
OSB in the Abbey church. 
Solemn Profession (also called 
Þnal vows) is a life-long covenant.

Brother Ralph 
Born in 1961, the youngest of 
12 children, Brother Ralph was 
raised in a small farming 
community in northwest Ohio. 
He will be joining his elder 
brother, Father Odo Recker, OSB, 
as a Benedictine monk at Mount 
Angel Abbey. The Recker family 
has three members serving the 
Church, his sister Nancy, CPPS, 
is a Precious Blood sister. When 
selecting his profession name, 
Brother Ralph requested the name 
ÒRalphÓ in honor of his father.

Brother Ralph worked on the family 
farm in northwest Ohio before 
going to St. Meinrad Seminary 
College in Indiana. After graduating in 
1983 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in English, Cum Laude, he moved to 
San Antonio, Texas where he worked in 
retail management. While in Texas, he 
served as a cantor in St. MarkÕs Parish 
and assisted with the retreat program 
and the education for faith awareness.

Brother Ralph felt that something was 
missing in his life. From a young age, 
he felt called to a vocation. In 2001 
he came to Mount Angel to visit his 
brother Father Odo. He fell in love with 
the way the monks at the Abbey pray 



Bells are considered Vox Dei (Òthe Voice of GodÓ). The sound helps to lift the 
heart to the things of God. Listening is of the utmost importance to those 
living by the Rule of St. Benedict. In Beauties of the Catholic Church, the Very 
Rev. F. J. Shadler explains, the ÒÞrst object, then, of the bell is to announce the 
glory of God.Ó The sound of the Abbey bells will proclaim the LordÕs Òvoice.Ó 

The physical majesty of the bell tower ensures that the eyes (and minds) of 
the viewer are raised to God and the heavens. A reference to the bell towerÕs 
high status is found in Psalm 29: ÒGive to the Lord, you sons of God, give to 
the Lord glory and praise, Give to the Lord the glory due his name; adore the 
Lord in holy attire. The voice of the Lord is over the waters, the God of glory 
thunders, the Lord, over vast waters. The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars, 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.Ó The sight of a bell tower provides a 
comforting reminder of ChristÕs spiritual presence in the world. 

The monks are thankful to Soderstrom Architects, PC, who designed the bell 
tower, and to Robert Gray Partners, Inc., who constructed it. The eight bells 
were cast at the Royal Dutch Foundary in Amsterdam and prepared by The 
Verdin Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. Each of the bells is named, from the 
largest to the smallest: The Most Holy Trinity; Our Lady of the Angel; Saints 
Michael, Gabriel, 
Raphael, and Angels; 
Saint Joseph, Foster 
Father of the Son of 
God; Our Holy 
Father Saint Benedict 
and Saint Scholas-
tica; Saint Therese of 
the Child Jesus and 
the Holy Face; Saint 
Gertrude the Great; 
and Saint Gregory the 
Great. In the order 
given here, these bells 
weigh from 8,030 to 
407 pounds. The bells 
are well equipped to 
provide a message of 
beauty and peace to 
the hilltop community
and beyond. 

By Monica Fleener

Spiritual Purposes of the AbbeyÕs 

 For nearly 80 years 
 different plans for a bell   
 tower at Mount Angel 
 Abbey have been 
 considered but never 
 came to fruition...
 until now. 

The AbbeyÕs long awaited bell tower was 
completed thanks to the generosity of 
Henry Ellis, a friend of the Abbey and the 
other donors who sponsored the eight bells. 
On October 30 Abbot Berchtold of 
Engelberg (the motherhouse of Mount 
Angel) will ring the bells for the Þrst 
time to the enjoyment of the Hilltop 
community and visitors. The 117-foot tall 
tower contains the largest peal of bells on 
the West Coast. A bell peal calls people to 
prayer. But what exactly is the purpose of 
the AbbeyÕs new bell tower? 

According to the Dictionary of the Middle 
Ages, ÒThe ringing of bells in the Middle 
Ages was the primary means for the 
organization of daily activity and the 
transmission of news and information.Ó 
Among the monastic orders the Benedic-
tines displayed the greatest interest in the 
use of bells. The sound of bells ringing still 
creates a sense of community by providing 
a call to prayer. Five times a day the com-
munity is called together for prayer by the 
ringing of bells [5:20 a.m., 6:30 a.m., 8:00 
a.m. (for Mass), 12 Noon, 5:15 p.m., and 
7:25 p.m.]. Prayer is, after all, the principal 
ÒworkÓ of Benedictines. 

A large bell also tolls the years of a monkÕs 
life on the day of his passing. The daily 
ringing of the bells is a symbol of the 
preparation for death that is a constant 
reality of life. Moreover, throughout the 
liturgical year pealing bells mark special 
days. The bells remind the community of 
The Good News of the Holy Eucharist. 

Scroll work on the ÒMost Holy TrinityÓ bell, the 
largest of the new bells at 8,030 pounds.

B!" To#er



Mount Angel

By Very Reverend Richard Paperini
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President-RectorÕs Report

D!a$ F%iends & Mount Angel A'ey (n) S!mina*y:
This year is our 119th year of forming men for the priesthood with 170 seminarians, 56 of who are new to the 
Seminary. Seminarians and faculty are pleased and excited to be back on the hilltop Ð enjoying the re-land-
scaped grounds and the Þnal work on the bell tower construction. It was wonderful to hear the cheer from the 
seminarians as the bell tower was lowered into place. 

Looking forward to the Spring Seminary Evaluations
During spring semester each seminarian is evaluated for the progress he has made during the year. While every 
seminarian is evaluated each year, a formal evaluation session includes the seminarian, his formation Director, 
his Vocation Director and, in the case of ordination to the deaconate and priesthood, the President-Rector and 
the seminarianÕs bishop. This formal evaluation is performed for College III through Theology.

Evaluations are considered a very big part of the seminarianÕs formation. Much like employment evaluations, 
these measurements of progress play an important role in the continued review and progress of the SeminaryÕs 
charge to form men for the priesthood. These evaluations constitute an on-going dialogue with the seminarian 
and his evaluation team. The evaluation is a collaborative effort prepared in conjunction with the entire 
Formation Team and discussed with the seminarian before a Þnal draft is prepared. On the day of his 
evaluation, a seminarian should Þnd no surprises. 

An evaluation is always meant to be a positive experience. Of course, any honest evaluation will point out areas 
for improvement, but a seminarianÕs evaluation is never meant to have a ÒgotchaÓ aspect. Rather, it is meant 
to be a means of helping him on his path to the priesthood, usually by giving him encouragement, not 

infrequently by pointing out areas for improvement, but always with the intent of supporting 
him as he seeks to prepare himself for the priesthood.

Of course, the Seminary is primarily the bishopÕs agent, 
working for the bishop in preparing a seminarian 
for the priesthood. Thus, evaluations are prepared 
to assist the bishop in coming to know his 
seminarian better, and especially to help him 
decide whether he is a good candidate for priest-
hood. Bishops often report that the evaluations are 
very helpful documents. Mount Angel Seminary is 
proud of itÕs evaluation process and itÕs seminarian 
graduates.

As we move through winter, seminarians and for-
mation teams alike will be looking toward spring 

and the growth that the evaluation 
process brings to each of us. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Very Reverend Richard Paperini
President-Rector 

S!mina*y
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Father MichaelFathers Joseph and Gregory

Member of the Executive Directors Council and as 
a Trustee of the Saint Joseph Shelter in  Mt. Angel.

Father Vincent Trujillo is returning to the 
monastery after serving as Pastor at Sacred 
Heart Parish in Gervais. He is now Guest Master 
in the Abbey Retreat House. He will serve as the 
host for private retreats and as spiritual director for 
guests.

Monastery 
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Father Michael Mee assumes the role of 
Procurator. His assignment includes supervision 
of the Abbey departments of finance, facilities, 
human resources, information technology and food 
service. He will also be Secretary/Treasurer for the 
Mount Angel Abbey Corporation and a member of 
the Senior Council, the Executive Directors 
Council and the Abbey Foundation of Oregon.

Father Edmund Smith retires from his role 
as Procurator to assume the assignment of 
Director of the Retreat House. He will serve as a 

A+ignments

Fathers Edmund and Vincent

 he Abbot assigns monks to a wide   
 variety of tasks as need arises. This   
 year Abbot Nathan made several   
important leadership appointments 
in the community.

Father Gregory Duerr, who has served as 
Sub-Prior, assumes the role of Prior. His 
principal task is to oversee the day-to-day life 
of the monks. He will continue to serve as 
Novice Master, for the formation of men who 
are becoming monks.

T

Father Joseph Nguyen, after serving for 4 years in 
Mount Angel Seminary, will serve as Sub-Prior. 
He will continue his work as Vocation Director as 
well as serve as the Junior Master.

Father Paul Thomas, who has served as 
Prior for 12 years, will now serve as the 
Administrative Assistant and Canonical 
Advisor to the Abbot. His full list of 
assignments also includes Director of 
Monastery Health Services and Supervisor 
of the Abbey Laundry.
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,-. /eNews 
RETREAT HOUSE

Upcomin0 Retreats
December 7-9    Advent Retreat with Deacon Owen Cummings. 
January 11-13    WomenÕs Silent Retreat with Father Prior Gregory Duerr, OSB
January 25-27   Married Couples Retreat with Brother Cyril Drnjevic, OSB
February 5-7   Benedictine Spirituality Retreat
February 8-10   Benedictine Spirituality Retreat
February 22-24   Marriage Encounter Retreat
February 29-March 2  MenÕs Retreat        
March 7-9    Lenten Retreat
To learn more about Abbey Retreats please contact Linda Sprauer. Email: linda.sprauer@mtangel.edu or telephone: 
503.845.3025.

 

By Fr. Edmund Smith, OSB

For many years the positions of the Retreat House Director and the Abbey Guest 
Master were assigned to one person, who was assisted by several monks. The new 
assignments of Fr. Edmund Smith as Retreat House director and Fr. Vincent Trujillo 
as Guest Master divides these responsibilities and will enable us to broaden and further 
develop the number and quality of our retreats and special events. 

Welcoming guests and providing retreats is one of Mount Angel AbbeyÕs primary 
apostolates. The Retreat House Director and the Guest Master share the AbbotÕs role 
of hospitality in a special way, as described in St. BenedictÕs Holy Rule. They 
represent the Abbot and the whole community as they welcome all guests Òas Christ 
himself.Ó The ÒOpus DeiÓ (Liturgy of the Hours) and the celebration of our daily 
Eucharist are the heart and center of our Benedictine Monastic Life. All guests are 
welcomed to participate and share in this central activity of our life. 

Since July 1, a number of excellent retreats have taken place. In early July, Abbot 
Nathan conducted a special Benedictine Oblate weekend retreat as part of a yearlong 
celebration of the 125th anniversary of the founding of our Abbey. The focus of 
this retreat was on a deeper understanding of our Benedictine Spirituality. Lectio 
Divina (prayerful holy reading of the Word of God) and conversion of life were the main topics.

Father Martin Grassel gave a weekend retreat on St. Catherine of Siena, focusing on her principal work, The Dialogue. 
He presented her fundamental themes of theology and showed how she is relevant for Christians today. 

Of special interest among the retreats given in August was the Portland Archdiocese 
Permanent Deacon and Spouse Retreat given by Father Pius X Harding. Following 
St. PaulÕs advice, he used words of Òargument, persuasion and reproof,Ó engaging 
and involving the group with practical interaction throughout his conference. At 
the end of the month, Bishop Thomas Connolly of Eastern Oregon conducted a 
6-day Scripture Retreat. He was joined by Frs. Paschal Cheline and Odo Recker. 
Father Jon BufÞngton, CSSR provided an excellent presentation on the Spirituality 
of Icons to the group.



From the 

A R C H I V E S

I! "e Li#a$y
      By Victoria Ertelt 
      Administrator, Mount Angel Abbey Library
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A%ey 

This summerÕs Festival of  Arts and Wine Tasting was a great success. We had perfect weather for the event, and everyone 
was able to wander the hilltop, enjoying food, music, art, and of  course, wine. Next yearÕs event looks to be even better, so 
we hope you will consider joining us for the next festival on June 21, 2008. Over $60,000 dollars net was raised for the li-
brary.  We will put it to good use for books and databases, as well as for structural maintenance. The library is in the midst 
of  
getting its new roof!  This is the Þrst completely 
new roof  the library has gotten since the original 
one was put on in 1970, so as you may imagine, it 
was deÞnitely time for a new one.  We will be facing
 the winter rains with much more conÞdence this
 year.  Our next large project will be putting 
compact shelving in the basement, to meet our

increasing need for shelf  space.

Seeds of Contemplation was one of 
MertonÕs most inßuential spiritual works. It resembles 
PascalÕs PŽnsees and Thomas KempisÕ Imitation of Christ 
by being a collection of brief but telling thoughts on the 
spiritual life. The work pivots on the three terms: human 
being, God, and creatures. In it the fervent young monk 
teaches that Christian life culminates in contemplation, 
provided one becomes detached from things (which are 
good in themselves) and accomplishments and Þnds in 
solitude a oneness with all. Absorp-
tion in God, forgetfulness of all else 
is the goal. Ascent to Truth is 
MertonÕs presentation of the 
spiritual teaching of John of the 
Cross. In 1962 Merton published 
New Seeds of Contemplation. This 
book contained almost everything 
in the original book, but with many 
additions. By that time Merton had 
spent Þfteen more years at Abbey 
Gethsemani, and he was much 
more acquainted with the 
spiritual struggles of others within 
and outside the monastery. The 
Abbey Library contains over 200 works either by or about 
Merton. Our collection is open to anyone with an interest in 
this fascinating monk and spiritual leader.  



Phase I Capita& Cam'(ign Goa& Reached   A

of the Abbey and Seminary where you can make a difference 
and donations have a big impact,Ó said Robert Ludeman, 
president of The Abbey Foundation Board.

ÒWe have been blessed with and are grateful for the generous 
support of many friends in realizing this portion of our vision 
to be of greater service to the Church,Ó said Abbot Nathan. 

Abbot Nathan noted that while the Phase I goal has been 
reached in pledges, some funds remain to be paid on existing 
pledges. He encouraged friends to continue their support of 
The Abbey Foundation for Phase II of the Let There Be Light 
Campaign that will include more residence rooms for semi-
narians, renovations to the Monastery and increased endow-
ments for the Seminary and Monastery.

 bbot Nathan 
 Zodrow 
announced recently that the $27
 million goal for the Phase I Let 
There Be Light Capital Campaign 
has been met.

The announcement was made at 
the AbbotÕs Appreciation celebra-
tion on September 23. Abbot 
Nathan unveiled a chart showing 
funding for the four components 
of Phase I: 1) renovation of 
Aquinas Hall and addition of 
a Seminary dining room; 2) 
construction of Annunciation, 
the graduate program academic 
center; 3) construction of a Bell 
Tower made possible largely by 
the estate of Henry Ellis; and, 4) 
endowments for the Seminary and 
Library.
 
In the mid-1990s, the monks 
developed a vision to revitalize Abbey facilities and increase 
support for works of the Abbey and Seminary. Shortly there-
after, a capital campaign was begun. 

The campaign was led by The Abbey Foundation Board of 
Trustees which oversees fundraising efforts to beneÞt the 
Abbey and Seminary. ÒIt is gratifying to be part of the work 
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 nce again the Bach Festival brought heavenly music to the hilltop summer. Executive Director Father    
 Paschal Cheline reported that the Abbey was host to over 1300 music lovers at the 36th Annual Abbey Bach 
Festival. Father Ezekiel Lotz and Brother Peter Chanel led a team of monks and volunteers in coordinating all the details of the 
dinners and performances. Thanks go to Chef Hans dÕAlessio for providing a tasty picnic menu. 

Concert attendees were pleased with the beautiful new landscaping on the hilltop. The new parking and new elevator were 
especially useful for those bringing tables and chairs. In addition to offering beautiful music to Abbey friends, the festival 

Abbey Bach FestivalO An)ua&

W hat Legacy  W ill You 

Leave f or  Your Church?

Make your legacy to the Church one that has excellent 
priests, opportunities for retreats, the resources of Mount 
Angel Abbey Library and prayer support of the Mount 
Angel Abbey Benedictine monastic community. 

                  Announcing
The  Legacy  Society

The Legacy Society is for friends of Mount Angel Abbey and 
Seminary who name The Abbey Foundation of Oregon as a 
beneÞciary in their will, life insurance, trust, or retirement 
plan. Please join the Legacy Society to provide future support 
of Mount Angel Abbey and Seminary. Our legal name is: The 
Abbey Foundation of Oregon, Saint Benedict, Oregon. 

To let us know of your plans, write or call:
The Abbey Foundation of Oregon
One Abbey Drive
Saint Benedict, Oregon 97373
800-845-8272 or 503-845-3181
www.mtangel.edu

provides additional funding for the monastery.

This yearÕs feature performers included: the duo piano 
team of Judith Cohen, currently the Artistic 
Director of the GovernorÕs Chamber Music Series, and 
Jill Timmons, artist-in-residence at LinÞeld College. 
They presented pieces by Bach, Mozart, Poulenc, 
Copland, and Gershwin. Thursday featured interna-
tional violinist Laurence Kayaleh who performed 3 
Bach pieces. The Arianna String Quartet, composed 
of cellists, Kurt Baldwin, violinists David Gilliam and 
John McGross, and violist Robert Meyer, performed 
a program of Haydn, Mendelssohn, and Bach 
on Friday. 

36*h
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Subscription tickets are on sale now for the 37th Abbey 
Bach Festival being held July 24, 25 and 26, 2008. 
Each of the three evenings includes: a Church Concert, 
Picnic Supper and Featured Performance. (Individual 
tickets will go on sale in the spring.) Subscription Tick-
ets (3 evenings of concerts and dinner) are $120/each. 
A saving of $15 over individual ticket price.To order 
your tickets please telephone 503.845.3066. Toll Free: 
800.845.8272 or Email: bach@mtangel.edu 

Ti+ets
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in 1986. He studied at several programs 
in Rome, earning an STL (a ÒlicenseÓ to 
teach) in Moral Theology in 1994. His 
assignments include being an organist 
and an Abbey Council member. Father 
Jerome Young specializes in teaching 
language and moral theology.
Father Vincent Trujillo, OSB
Father VincentÕs path to Mount Angel 
began in Colorado before his family 
moved to Oakland, California where he 
entered St. Joseph Seminary. He later 
transferred to Mount Angel and became a 
lay brother, in charge of the laundry. He 
grew into formation work, in the monas-
tery, then in the Seminary, where he has 
held wide-ranging duties for 25 years. In 
1997 he began to work at the Parish in 
Mt. Angel, then in 2002 became Pastor 
in Gervais, remaining there until this 
summer. He is now in the Retreat House 
where he serves as guest master.
Father Paul Thomas, OSB
Father Paul is from northern Idaho. After 
graduation from high school he came to 
Mount Angel Seminary, and then entered 
the Abbey. He was ordained August, 28, 
1982. He studied canon law and earned 
2 doctorates in 1993 from St. PaulÕs Uni-
versity, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. After 
2 years as Subprior, he began 12 years as 
prior in 1995, assisting the abbot in the 
day-to-day governance of the community. 
Since 1981 he has been a canon lawyer.

Cele#ateS-x Mount Angel Mon.s 

�


By Br. Cyril Drnjevic, OSB
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twice 1967-1970 and 1998-2001. In 
the early 1970s he served Þve years as 
Assistant Pastor at Sacred Heart Parish, 
in Portland. After that he was chaplain 
for 22 years at Mt. Angel Towers. His 
work in facilities management began in 
1977. Father Alexander has a reputation 
as an organizer and for his devotion to 
Notre Dame football.
Brother Hugh Nibler, OSB
Brother Hugh was raised and educated 
in Gervais. After serving in the Navy 
during World War II, he returned to 
the Willamette Valley to study and 
graduated from Mount Angel Prep. The 
following decade, he earned a BS in 
Fish and Game management, and then 
did related work before entering the 
monastery. As a monk he spent over a 
decade (1958-1968) teaching US His-
tory and Science, at the Prep and the 
Seminary high school. After part-time 
maintenance work, in1963 he began his 
long-term assignment as Abbey Forester, 
which continued until 1992, when he 
began working in the monastery. Broth-
er Hugh is best known for his work as 
Manager of the Abbey Tree Farm, called 
the ÒMilk Ranch,Óa signiÞcant source of 
income for the Abbey.
Father Jerome Young, OSB
Born in Portland, Father Jerome studied 
Þrst in Eugene before going on to Har-
vard College where he received his AB 
in Classical Languages in 1980. Mount 
Angel Seminary awarded him a Theol-
ogy MA. He was ordained as a priest 

 

 ix monks are celebrating  
 special anniversaries. Father  
 Cosmas White, Father Alexan-
der Plasker, and Brother Hugh Nibler 
became monks in September 1957 and 
are celebrating their 50th jubilee. Father 
Jerome Young, Father Vincent Trujillo 
and Father Paul Thomas are celebrating 
their 25th Anniversary of Ordination.
Father Cosmas White, OSB  

A native of Long Island, NY, Father 
Cosmas came to Mount Angel in 1947 
after 2 years of Army service. A street 
preacher in Los Angeles inßuenced his 
vocation. After 1961, he began pastoral 
and education assignments. At Sacred 
Heart Parish in Tillamook, he was high 
school principal Þve years. His next Þve 
years were in southern Idaho, at the 
Monastery of the Ascension, Mount 
AngelÕs second daughter-house. He 
is best known as pastor of St. Agatha 
Parish in Portland where he helped to 
establish a new school building. Father 
Cosmas is now chaplain at the Mount 
Angel Towers retirement center. His is 
an avid golfer and follows closely his 
hometown team the NY Yankees. 
Father Alexander Plasker, OSB
Born and raised in Portland, Father 
Alexander came to the Seminary after 
graduation from Central Catholic High 
School (1952), then transferred to the 
Abbey and was ordained in 1962. He 
was Guestmaster and Retreat Director 

S
Father Cosmas       Father Alexander                    Brother Hugh               Father Jerome                 Father Vincent                   Father Paul



FACULTY NEWS
Kathryn J. Akiyama-Kim, Associate 
Professor and Director of the English 
Communications Program
Professor Akiyama has been invited to 
conduct a variety of workshops on cross-cul-
tural concerns, most recently for a gathering 
of the Franciscan Postulant Directors held at 
the Retreat House. She presented a work-

shop on culture at the National Conference on Diocesan Vo-
cation Directors held in Minneapolis, Minnesota; additionally 
she conducted a workshop entitled ÒMinistering in a Multi-
Cultural PresbyterateÓ for the Boise presbyterate in Idaho.
Akiyama, who is a certified ACTFL (American Council on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages) English language 
assessment trainer, conducted workshops for language 
professionals interested in becoming OPIc (Oral Proficiency 
Interview via computer technology) raters. She has conduct-
ed numerous OPI and OPIc workshops, most recently at the 
ACTFL training site in the New York area, the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and Seoul, Korea.

James Cassidy, Professor of Spanish
Professor Cassidy has participated 
in and helped coordinate a variety 
of projects and trainings involving 
language assessment over the last year, 
including: ACTFL Oral Proficiency 
Interview (OPI) and OPIc trainings 
in San Diego, New York, and Utah; 
a Peace Corps Language Proficiency 
Interview training in 
Managua, Nicaragua; and ongoing writing and editing of 
related testing materials and training manuals.

Seymour House, Professor of English and 
Church History
Professor House’s article on More’s Tower 
Works was recently published in a special 
edition of the journal ÒRenaissance and 
Reformation” entitled Early Modern God. 
In it he argues that MoreÕs justly famous 
De Tristitia Christi was primarily a work 
designed to codify his reasons for accept-

ing martyrdom by tying his decision to ChristÕs agony in the 
Garden prior to his Crucifixion. House has had several of his 
contributions accepted by the Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography, including a long entry on Thomas More himself. 
This Dictionary replaces the 19th and early 20th century 
Dictionary of National Biography as the primary register for 
all British subjects. His most recent contribution is devoted to 
exploring the connections among the various contributors to 
the 1562 Psalter. Apart from the King James Bible, no 

English translation had a greater and more longstanding im-
pact on English culture or letters.Professor House has serves 
for many years on the board of Amici Thomae Mori and now 
serves as their US representative.

Stewart King, Professor of History
Professor King is currently editing his fatherÕs papers. KingÕs father 
worked with the OfÞce of Strategic Services during World War II 
and as a case ofÞcer with the CIA from 1947 to 1967. Professor 
KingÕs book ÒBlue Coat or Powdered Wig: Free People of Color in 
Pre-Revolutionary Saint-DomingueÓ has come out in paperback 
from the University of Georgia Press. King is also editing ÒHeri-
tage of Freedom: An Encyclopedia of Free Blacks and Free People 
of Color in the AmericasÓ, to be published by Facts on File.

Creighton Lindsay, Professor of Literature
Professor Lindsay announced the release of 
his most recent jazz CD entitled Round by 
Round. 

Jeffery Nicholas, Professor of Philosophy 
Professor Nicholas delivered a paper titled 
“Eucharist and Dragon Fighting” at a con-
ference called ÒMacIntyreÕs Revolutionary 
Aristotelianism.Ó His paper focused on Dungeons and Dragons, 
a pencil and paper role-playing game, and the celebration of 
Eucharist as two practices that help undermine the ideologies of 
scientism and commodity fetishism. His paper will be published 

in a special edition of the journal Philosophy 
and Management. Professor Nicholas was 
asked to co-chair a second conference on 
MacIntyre that will be held at St. Meinrad 
Seminary in summer 2008. He is one of the 
founders of the newly formed International 
Society for MacIntyrean Philosophy.

FACULTY &  ALUMNI  
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ALUMNI  NEWS Ð 50th CLASS REUNI ON OF 1957

Written by: John Fitzsimmons

The 1957 graduating class of Mount Angel Prep and Mount 
Angel Academy met at Evergreen Golf Course in Mt. Angel 
Oregon on June 23rd for their 50th class reunion. Seventy-
two classmates and spouses attended. The evening included a 
social hour and dinner where everyone shared memories and 
brought each other up to date on their activities. Gary Thomas 
served as Master of Ceremony for the evening. Alumni Ken 
Fessler donated flowers. The reunion committee included: 
John Fitzsimmons, chair; William Butsch; Richard DeSantis; 
Kenneth Fessler; Leroy Fessler; Mary Ann Beilmeier Havlik; 
James Predeek; David Smith and Gary Thomas.

NEWS



By Abbot Peter Eberle, O.S.B.July Chronicle

Recent happenings 

in and around

the monastery

Augu!

Monastic 

Septem&r

Guadalupe Abbey, travel together to 
our priory in Cuernavaca. Abbot Peter 
has never seen the great basilica in 
Mexico City dedicated to Our Lady 

of Guadalupe, 
so the three 
pilgrims spend 
time there. 
They also spend time with our con-
freres at the priory where construction 
on an addition to the guesthouse is 
underway. While there Abbot 
Nathan presides at the Þrst profession 

of Brother Basilio Barriga Chavez. 
August 19: Some Þfty young men-and even a few not so 
young-arrive to begin the week of orientation 
that precedes the beginning of the school 
year. It is reported that the program has been 
streamlined a little this year. An overloaded 
week runs the risk of becoming a Disorien-
tation Week. The Ònew streamlined lookÓ 
could have fooled the Chronicler. It still was 
pretty busy. But everyone managed, and by 
weekÕs end much bonding had occurred and 
good morale has set in. The veterans returned 
on August 26 and school began on August 27. 
August 28: Father Paul Thomas celebrates his 25th 

anniversary of ordination 
August 29: Father Thien Dang leaves 
for Jerusalem where he will spend the 
next three or four years at the ƒcole 
Biblique in Jerusalem, working for a 
doctorate in Sacred Scripture.

September 4: An historic moment in the construction of 
the bell tower occurs today. The bells arrive from Cincinnati! 
Over the next couple of days they are hoisted into place and 
on September 11th the roof is hoisted into place. Much work 
still needs to be done, but by late 
September all the scaffolding is down and a very handsome 
tower stands tall on the south side of the church. The bell 
tower isnÕt the only major hilltop project. A new roof has also 
been put on the library. It was needed after some thirty-seven 
years of service from the original.

July 8:  Several regular events have been celebrated with 
special festivity throughout the course of the AbbeyÕs 
125th jubilee year. About one hundred oblates are on 
hand for the annual Oblate Retreat conducted by Abbot 
Nathan. The Sunday picnic, preceded by the community 
Mass at 10:30, is a perfect day for a picnic - about 80¼ 
and typical low humidity. To acknowledge our Swiss 
German heritage, the menu features sausages and 
sauerkraut. 

July 9-12:  The big event of the month has to be 
construction of the bell tower. Work was begun in 
March, but only now does the project rise above ground 
level - and how! A gigantic truck-mounted crane has 
moved in and over three days the entire tower is 
assembled. Sections of the tower were pre-poured and 
are hoisted up by the crane and welded into place. As Ed 
Sullivan would say, it has been a Òreally big show.Ó
During this time as a precaution the monks have not 
been allowed to use the abbey church from 7 am-5 pm. 
Midday Prayer and Compline are said privately. Of 
course these have been some of the hottest days of an 
otherwise cool July, making for a hot and stuffy church 
both during Mass and Vespers. Oh well, it gives the 
monks opportunity to reßect on the Þres of hell and the 
need for repentance.

July 25-27:  Once again the Bach Festival enjoys a 
successful run. The weather was nearly perfect: sunny but 
cool. Father Paschal, the Executive Director, was worried 
that attendance would be down this year, but in fact it 

was well attended as usual. 

The whole month: Work 
on the bell tower has continued 
this whole month. The brick 
fa•ade had to be laid at, well, a 
brick at a time. By monthÕs end 
the bricking project is almost 
completed.

Mid-August:  
Abbot Nathan, Father Jeremy 
and Abbot Peter McCarthy, 
OCSO, the Trappist abbot of 
our neighbor, Our Lady of 
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 he Monastery is pleased to welcome four   
 novices to the hilltop (left to right): 
 Brother John Marshall from the Diocese 
of Baker, St. MaryÕs Parish, Pendleton, Oregon; Brother 
Christopher Wright from the Archdiocese of New Orleans, 
St. PatrickÕs Parish, New Orleans, Louisiana; Brother Frank 
Hicks, from the Diocese of Salt Lake City, St. George Parish, 
St. George, Utah; and, Brother Brad Lawrence from the 
Diocese of Las Vegas, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Please keep them in your prayers as they begin 
their discernment as a monk. 

Four Novices BeginTheir JourneyT

September 7-12: Our four postulants, Brothers 
Christopher Wright, John Marshal, Frank Hicks, and Brad 
Lawrence, enter the novitiate on September 7. Tomorrow 
Fathers Cosmas White and Alexander Plasker celebrate the 
golden jubilee of their monastic profession and Father Jerome 
Young observes his silver jubilee of monastic profession. 
Father Alexander renews his vows at Vespers on September 
8th. Father Cosmas celebrates his jubilee at the Community 
Mass on September 16. Father Jerome plans to observe his 
jubilee at a later date. On the evening of September 12 
Brothers Ralph Recker and Jacob Stronach make their Þnal 
profession of vows. The church is Þlled with family, friends, 
and seminarians to witness this grand and 
powerful celebration.
September 23: Abbot Nathan hosts an elegant brunch 
in the seminary dining room for a large number of Abbey 

donors and 
volunteers. The 
Community 
Mass preceding 
it, celebrated at 
10:00. During it 
four oblate 
novices make 
their Þnal obla-
tion. The oblates 

are among the greatest Abbey supporters, so it is Þtting that 
they should join our special donors at the Community Mass. 
September 29:  Although in a Portland at Saint Andrews 
Care Facility, Brother Hugh Nibler celebrates his 50th 
anniversary of profession.



Nov. 30-Dec. 2  Advent Retreat with Abbot Nathan Zodrow, OSB

7-9  Advent Retreat with Deacon Owen Cummings

11  Advent Day of Reßection for Senior Citizens
12  Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe - Mount Angel Seminary

11-13  Women’s Silent Retreat with Father Prior Gregory Duerr, OSB

18-20 First Presbyterian Church Retreat

21-27  Chalice of Repose Project

25-27 Married Couples Retreat with Brother Cyril Drnjevic, OSB

28-31  Episcopal Diocese Clergy Retreat

1-3  Monastic Discernment Retreat

5-7 Benedictine Spirituality Retreat

6  Ash Wednesday - Day of Recollection-Mount Angel Seminary

8-10  Benedictine Spirituality Retreat

9  Tet Celebration (Vietnamese) - Mount Angel Seminary

12-14  St. Bede’s Episcopal Church Retreat

15-17  Retrouvaille

22-24  Marriage Encounter Retreat

Feb. 29-March 2  Men’s Retreat

4  Lenten Day of Reßection for Senior Citizens
7-9  Lenten Retreat

13-16  Oblate Monastic Living Retreat

19-30  Mount Angel Seminary Spring & Easter Break

28-30  Knights of Columbus Retreat

March 31-April 4 Baker Diocesan Priests Retreat with Father Konrad Schaefer, OSB

MOUNT ANGEL ABBEY & SEMINARY
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St. Benedict, Oregon 97373
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